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Dear Parent/Carer
Welcome back for another exciting year of learning together at Nethermains! Our children have returned with enthusiasm and are ready to continue on their educational journey.
Please find below some updates and reminders about school life.  We are aiming to give you as much advance notice as possible for events to allow you to organise work schedules if need be.
New Staff Members
We are delighted to welcome Mrs. Carin Swan to Nethermains. Mrs. Swan will be with us full-time on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays until June 2025. She brings a wealth of experience to the role, and we are excited to have her on board.
We would also like to welcome Mr. Scott Johns, who joins us as a supply teacher. Mr. Johns has worked with us as a supply teacher before the winter break and we are thrilled to have him back with us this year.
Additionally, Mrs. Rosaleen Horn has joined us as a supply support for learning worker. Mrs. Horn volunteered with us last year, and we are delighted that she was successful in securing this post. She will mainly support our children in the Skills for Life room.
Breakfast Club
Our Breakfast Club begins at 8:30 a.m. every day. There’s no need to book a place—simply arrive and your child will be offered a breakfast of cereal, toast with butter or jam and a hot drink or milk. Fruit will always be available. Mrs. A’Hara supervises the club until 8:45a.m. and then our support for learning team step in to ensure the children are ready to start their day. We want to ensure every child begins their day settled and ready to learn.
Drop-off in Inclement Weather
Many children enjoy playing outside before school, even in wet and cold weather. However, for those who prefer to come into the building early, we offer an early start at 8:45a.m. during poor weather. Please bring your child to the main entrance where our support staff will be there to welcome them and supervise them until 9:00 a.m.
Car Parking
As always, I would like to remind you about the importance of safe parking around the school. Please take care when parking and be considerate of our neighbours. While we regularly talk to the children about crossing the road safely, many of them are not expecting cars to reverse quickly or perform three-point turns around the school. Your cooperation in ensuring the safety of all our children is greatly appreciated.
Home Learning
All classes will assign home learning (homework) on a Friday to be returned on a Wednesday.  This schedule is designed to accommodate families with busy work schedules and children who attend clubs outside of school. Home learning reinforces classroom learning and we ask that you support your child in completing these tasks. If you have any concerns or issues, please don’t hesitate to reach out and we will be happy to assist.
Lost Property
If your child has lost any property at school, please let us know. There are several uncollected items, and we hope to reunite them with their rightful owners as soon as possible.
Working Focus Groups
Thank you to everyone who participated in supporting policy-making within Nethermains. We are thrilled to have worked together to draft updates to our Positive Behaviour and Mobile Phone Use in School policies. These drafts will be sent separately this week. Please review them carefully and feel free to provide feedback. We look forward to collaborating further to implement these policies across our school.
Open Door Policy
We highly value and welcome parental contributions to our school. With this in mind, we operate an Open Door Policy. This means that if you contact the school during the day, a member of the management team will respond as quickly as possible, and in most cases, on the same day.
Additionally, we hold Open Door sessions on Thursday evenings from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to give parents and carers an opportunity to discuss any aspect of their child’s education with members of the Senior Leadership Team (SLT). These sessions will now be held on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month. We’ve introduced an extra session each month to accommodate parents who may work during the day or have other commitments that make it difficult to visit the school during normal hours.
Dates this term will be:
· Thursday, 16th January
· Thursday, 6th February
· Thursday, 20th February
· Thursday, 6th March
· Thursday, 20th March
We encourage you to make use of these opportunities to engage with us about your child's learning and well-being. If these times are not convenient for you, please don’t hesitate to contact us to arrange an alternative time to meet.
Please see Falkirk Council Website for school holidays and staff in-service days:

School terms and holidays - Events

We will of course remind you of these as they draw closer.

Other Events in School 



	6th February 2025
	Parent/Carer Evening 4.30pm-7.00pm Further information and details of how to book a slot will be sent out shortly

	11th February 2025
	Parent/Carer Evening 3.30pm-5.00pm

	
6th March 2025
	
World Book Day - Highlight a love of reading both at home and in school.
Children may bring their favourite book to school or dress up as their favourite character.  We know how expensive some costumes can be therefore we are holding a "drop a costume, pick a costume “where you can drop off a costume that no longer fits and pick up a preloved one.  We hope that during this time when we are very conscience of rising costs that this will support all our families.  Costumes should be clean and can be handed into school the week beginning 24th February, There is also a great website with some very good resources for families: https://www.worldbookday.com/






	7th-16th March 2025
	British Science Week is a 10 day celebration of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM).  Please ask your children what they have been learning in these areas.  Again, please see the website which offers lots of free resources.  If you need support to print any resources, please let us know and we can assist.  https://www.britishscienceweek.org/



	April/May 2025
	ELC to Primary transition visits.  Our children in our ELC are regular visitors to the rest of the school.  Throughout these months we begin the formal transition from ELC to P1 - exciting times ahead!  Please look out for further information coming to you about this

	28th April - 2nd May 2025
	Writing Week - children will engage in a variety of writing learning experiences.  We would be delighted to welcome you to come into school to share the learning on Thursday 1st May and Friday 2nd May between 2-3pm.


	2nd – 4 May 2025
	Primary 7 Lockerbie Residential Trip

	22nd May
	Nethermains Has Talent. Back by popular demand!  Nethermains Has Talent Show - organised by Primary 7.  A fun filled event where all children are invited to take part and showcase the amazing talents that our children have.  This will take place between 6.30pm and 8.30pm.  

	5th and 6th June 2025
	Primary 7 Induction Days Denny High School

	12th June 2025
	Annual Progress Reports to Parents/carers.





As always, if you have any concerns, issues or suggestions to improve our school, please do not hesitate to contact us.

We look forward to continuing working with you.

With thanks and kindest regards

Grace Law
Head Teacher
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